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Trustees’ Report 
March 28, 1941 


To the Honorable, the City Council of the City of New 
Bedford, Mass. ae 


The Trustees present their Eighty-eighth Annual 
Report to the City Council in the Report of the Librarian, 
which has been adopted by the Board. 


Respectfully submitted, 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 
WILLIAM T. O’ROURKE, 


Clerk of the Board. 
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LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 
To the Trustees of the Free Public Library: 


In submitting this, the Annual Report of the New Bedford 
Free Public Library for the year 1940, I shall attempt to trans- 
mit to you only facts and figures devoid of observation and com- 
ment. The reason for this is, as you know, that my services as 
Librarian did not begin until January 1, 1941. I shall borrow 
freely from the reports of the several department heads. 


CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 


The total circulation of books from all library agencies 
was 596,068. This high figure is due entirely to the large increase 
effected in circulation of books to the schools. 


Books of biography and travel had an increasing demand 
and special collections were taken from the stacks every week, 
and books on welding and the numerous phases of machine work 
have been in constant use. 


During the year there were 8,338 borrowers registered or 
reregistered and we closed with a total of 24,611 members of the 
community recorded as borrowers. 


REFERENCE, DEPARTMENT 


The following subjects among the thousands of questions, 
both personal and telephone, that have been handled during 1940, 
give a good idea of the variety of material that must be used by 
the reference librarians: the philosophy of Tennyson and Brown- 
ing; the comparison of old and new poetry; American youth in 
church work, church worship for young people; identification of 
buttons; Herman Melville and “Moby Dick’’; the chemistry of 
ambergris; time of sunrises and sunsets in August 1939; mate- 
rial on stones; information on Burmese glass; many questions 
relating to whaling; the disposition of mill houses; material on 
machine shop practice, tool making, lathes, milling machines, 
welding, blue print reading, carpentry, the steel square and allied 
subjects. This alone is a useful criterion in judging the value and 
importance of library service to the city. 
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 


In addition to achieving a splendid circulation figure both 
at the libraries and through the schools, the Children’s Librarian 
and her assistants engaged in numerous other activities such as 
showing classes through the building, providing library instruc- 
tion for students in public and parochial schools, handling reading 
examinations for Boy Scouts and conducting a Vacation Reading 
Club. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


In reviewing the work of the Catalogue Department we 
find that 5767 volumes were added to the library collection, 3247 
were withdrawn and 3179 were sent to the bindery. 


Among the activities of the Genealogical Department were 
the indexing of historical items in the local newspapers, clipping 
of pictures and obituaries for scrap books, indexing scrap books, 
clipping and arranging items from the genealqgical page of the 
Boston Transcript, filing cards in the American Genealogical 
Card Index, and adding to the Coats of Arms Collection. A man 
spent some time in this department copying pictures from New 
Bedford histories to etch on whales’ teeth. 


The Art Department as in former years has served that 
portion of the public who use the reference works on artistic sub- 
jects varying from antiques to jazz. 


Many valuable and useful pictures were added to the col- 
lection during the year as well as a few outstanding books. 


Members of the department are engaged in the compila- 
tion of an analytical index to collections of instrumental music 
which will undoubtedly be very valuable for library users when 
completed. 


The highlight of the year from the publicity point of view 
was the three day exhibit devoted to the French, Portuguese and 
Polish language collections. These nationalities cooperated with 
a beautiful display of articles, loaned by numerous families, to 
show to the observer examples of the arts and crafts of the res- 
pective mother countries. A day was set aside for each group and: 
lectures were arranged. Through the courtesy of Dr- J. A. de 
Bianchi, Portuguese Minister to Washington, a motion picture 
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was loaned, and with the cooperation of many friends of Portu- 
guese birth, the films were shown at the High School. A substan- 
tial sum was raised for the purpose of buying Portuguese books 
for the library. 


Mrs. Marion Goodwin and Mr. George L. Considine loan- 
ed valuable manuscripts and several from the private collection 
of Rt. Rev. James E. Cassidy, Bishop of the Fall River diocese, 
were made available for the exhibit to commemorate the 500th 
anniversary of the invention of printing from moveable type. 


Local newspapers have been most willing to help by using 
various articles about the library in their columns. 


BRANCH LIBRARIES 


All three branch libraries finished the year with a lower 
circulation figure than for 1939, due no doubt to increased em- 
ployment and fewer books. The total loss is about 8,000 which it 
is hoped may be remedied in 1941. 


GIFTS 


A munificent gift from the estate of Clara L. Tripp was 
received during the year. Due to numerous legal angles the 
library will not be able to use the gift until 1941. It approximates 


$20,000. ~ 


Additional works of art and a number of oil paintings have 
been given to the library by members of the community who have 
the interests of the library at heart. 


Miss Elizabeth M. Hussey gave whaling account books, 
“slop chest” books, whaling log books, all records of the J. & W. 
R. Wing Company. 


2 large oil paintings and several volumes were presented 
by Mr. Lawrence Grinnell. 


15 Yale publications in memory of William Wallace Crapo, 
Class of 1852, from Mr. George Parmly Day, Treasurer of Yale | 
University, were presented by the University. 


The estate of Charles D. Prescott presented 399 books, 
and 7 photographs. 
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Col. Reginald S$. Huidekoper gave the library three gene- 
alogical volumes. 


Mrs. H. D. Prescott gave the library 18 volumes. 


Mr. Henry H. Crapo presented 19 books and 22 plates 
depicting the life of St. Ursula. 


Mr. Roger D. Swain gave a scrap book of Battery D. com- 
piled by Mrs. Joseph S. Swain during the World War. 


The Merchants National Bank presented 109 Industrial 
and, Historical leaflets. 


Mr. James L, Sherman gave typewritten copies of photo- 
stats of the work of the late Frank D. Sherman in the New York 
Public Library. 


Miss Grace D. Rose, Librarian, Morristown Library, 
Morristown, N. J. gave a copy of “Life of Lady Guion,” publish- 
ed in New Bedford and printed by Abraham Shearman, Jun., 


1805. 
Other outstanding gifts were: 


30 books from Mr. Emerson Barney. 
66 Portuguese books from Hon. Leo E. J. Carney. 
22 periodicals from Mr. Robert S. Chaffee. 
61 hooks from Mrs. Minnie A. La Chappell. 
32 Portuguese books from the 
Rev. Dr. Manuel Salvador. 


In addition to these there were many other copies of sin- 
gle volumes of books from various sources. 


PERSONNEL 


During the summer of 1940 two assistants attended sum- 
ier sessions at library schools. The Misses Alice T. Garvey and 
Jeanie D. Shields studied at Pennsylvania State College, State 
College, Pennsylvania, each taking cataloging and_ reference 
work. 

Mrs. Jane T. Thurston, Art Room assistant, passed away in 


July. Miss Charlotte S. Nye was transferred from the Catalogue 
Department to fill. this vacancy. 


10 p PREE PUBDIG RIBRAR 


Miss Paula Kennedy, South Branch Librarian, resigned 
June 29, 1940 to be married. This position was filled by the trans- 
ter of Miss Gertrude Rusitzky from the Main Library. 


Miss Lucy Lagasse, assistant in the Children’s Depart- 
ment, resigned September 1, 1940. Miss Pauline Masse was ap- 
pointed September 1, 1940 to fill this position. 


Miss Stella M. Patla was transferred from the South 
Branch Library to the Catalogue Department, Miss Jean H. 
Bruce was appointed September 1, 1940 to replace Miss Patla. 


Miss Alice T. Garvey was appointed September 1, 1940 
to the position in the Catalogue Department left vacant by the 
transfer of Miss Nye. 


Mr. Fred Senft, elevator operator, retired July 19, 1940. 
His position was taken by Mr. William Marsh, appointed August 
11, 1940. 


Miss Nancy Eaton was appointed to the staff of cleaners 
at the Main Library February 23, 1940. | 


Mr. Harland A. Carpenter who had been Librarian in 
New Bediord for the last three years left on September Ist to 
take up new duties as Librarian at Wilmington, Delaware. 
‘Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM T. O’ROURKH, 


Librarian. 


FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 11 p 


STATISTICS IN FORM RECOMMENDED BY THE 
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Annual Report for year ended December 31, 1940. 
Name of Library — New Bedford Free Public Library. 
City — New Bedford. State — Massachusetts. 
Name of Librarian —- Harland A. Carpenter, 
resigned Sept. 1, 1940. 
William T. O’Rourke, 
appointed Dec. 21, 1940, 


Date of Founding — 1852 
Population served — 112,597 
What governmental unit served? City. 
Terms of use — 
Free for lending. 
Free for reference. 
Total number of agencies — 183 
Consisting of Central Library and 3 Branches. 


Other agencies: 183 School deposits and classroom libraries, 
1 hospital, 2 summer camps. 


Number of days open during the year 354 

Hours open each week for lending Zc 

Hours open each week for reading rAe. 

Hours of service per week required of staff 40 

‘Number of Sundays open during the year 43 

Hours open each Sunday (for reading and reference) 7 
BOOK STOCK 


Number of volumes at beginning of year 212,916 
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Number of volumes added during year a AGn 
Number of volumes withdrawn during year 3,247 
Total number of volumes at end of year 215,436 


Number of newspapers currently received 
excluding duplicates 35 


Number of periodicals currently received . 
excluding duplicates 301 


CIREULA TION@AND Sk 


Number of volumes of adult nonfiction lent for home use 62,936 


Number of volumes of adult fiction lent for home use 232,682 


Number of books for children lent for home use ~ 300,450 

Total number of volumes lent for home use 596,068 
REGISTRATION 

Total number of registered borrowers — 24,611 

Borrowers registered or reregistered during year 8,338 


The length of the registration period is 3 years. 
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CITY APE ROPRIATION 


Appropriation 


Salaries 

Wages 

Supplies 

Janitor’s Supplies 
Repairs 

Fuel 

Lighting Branches 
Express and Carting 
Telephones 
Insurance 

Postage 

Printing 

Stationery 

Building Miscellany 
Library Miscellany 
Books 

Furniture and Equipment 


Balance 


KEMPTON FUND 


Balance 
Receipts 


Books 

Periodicals 

Binding Books 
Binding Periodicals 
Supplies 

Janitor’s Supplies 
Printing 

Stationery 

Express and Carting 
Repairs 

Postage 

Library Miscellany 
Furniture and Equipment 


Balance 


$33,787.99 
14,161.46 
709.61 
512.41 
241.44 
399.46 
526.41 
183.32 
405.74 
223.20 
266.88 
407.06 
45.95 
246.70 
196.59 
35.00 
34.50 


$52,383.72 
1,051.28 


$200.57 


$8,233.42 | 


$4,315.45 
1,321.83 

- 1,803.70 
93.92 
334,87 
37.08 
121.45 
30.96 
138.25 
8.76 
100.00 
97.35 
18.70 


$8,422.32 
11.67 
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$53,435.00 


$53,435.00 


$8,433.99 


$8,433.99 
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SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FUND 


$1,571.21 


Balance $.41 
Receipts 1,570.80 
Books $1,247.11 
Periodicals 65 
Binding Books 234.56 . 
Supplies 15.59: 
Library Miscellany 8.91 ;, 
$1,566.82 ° , 


Balance 4.39 


GEORGE O. CROCKER FUND 


$1,571.21 


$422.34 


Balance : $2.40. | 
Receipts 419.94 
Books $326.55 
Insurance 15.00 
Library Miscellany 80.45 
~ $422.00 
Balance 34 


JAMES B. CONGDON FUND 


Balance $.80 
Receipts 12.50 
Books $13.01 
$13.01 

Balance 29 


CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND 


Balance $4.15 
Receipts 25.00 
Books En $9.00 

$9.00 


Balance 20.15 


$422.34 


$13.30 


$13.30 


$29.15 


$29,15 
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CHARLES L, WOOD FUND 


Balance 
Receipts 


Books 


$52.37 


Balance 


GEORGE HOWLAND, JR. FUND 


Balance 
Receipts 


Books 
Balance 


OLIVER CROCKER FUND 
Balance 


Receipts 
Books 


Balance 


ELIZABETH B. MIACKIE FUND 
Balance 
Receipts 
Books 


Balance 


DUP CATs Dany 


Balance 
Receipts 


Books 


$2.38 
50.00 


$52.37 


01 


$7.64 
40.00 


$40.15 


40.15 
7.49 


$5.17 
25.00 


30.13 


30.13 


04 


$.71 
25.00 


$9.00 


$9.00 
16.71 


$145.25 
$121.74 


$155.86 


$155.86 


Balance 


111.13 
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$52.38 


$52.38 


$47.64 


$47.64 


$30.17 


$30.17 


$25.71 


$25.71 


$266.99 


$266.99 
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FINAINCE 


RECEIPTS 


City. appropriation 
Income from trust funds 10,771.14 
(Inc. balance of 1939) 


Rental collection 121.74 

Total $64,327.88 
Unexpended balance from 

previous year $405.21 


$35.73 of this balance reverted 
to the City. 


EXPENDITURES 


$53,435.00 OPERATING EXPENSES 


Salaries: Library Staff $39,179.96 


Salaries: Building staff 8,769.49 
Books 6,233.63 
Periodicals 1,322.48 
Binding and rebinding 2:13:16 
Heat, light, power, water 983.40 
Insurance 238.20 


Other operating expenses 4,245.04 


Grand Total $63,104.38 
Total operating exp. $63,104.38 


Balance on hand at end of 


$1,223.50 


fiscal year 
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miei bho OF THE FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


IN CITY COUNCIL, April 10, 1941 
Received and referred to Councillor Thompson 


for study and report- 


CHARLES W. DEASY, City Clerk 


IN CITY COUNCIL, July 24, 1941 


Ordered printed in the city documents. 
CHARLES W.. DEASY, City Clerk 


Presented to the Mayor for approval July 26, 1941 
CHARLES W. DEASY, City Clerk 


Approved July 26, 1941 
MATTHEW A. GLYINN, Mayor 


A true copy, attest: 


CHARLES W. DEASY, City Clerk 





